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Realizing Scalar Capacities To Transform 
Media Archive Scholarship!



[ Mark Williams ]!



Vectors Journal of Culture and Technology in a 
Dynamic Vernacular 

http://vectorsjournal.org!



Vectors 1.0 

Individually designed works of 
interactive, richly mediated, 
peer-reviewed scholarship!

! 

Vectors 2.0 

Dynamic Backend Generator: 
tool for facilitating direct 

engagement with database!



!
 

Scalar 

Authoring tool for designing 
structurally complex works of 

digital scholarship!



Humanities scholars have unprecedented access to media-rich archives 
and publishing platforms…!



…but a vast majority of electronic scholarly publication remains 
text with pictures (at best)!



If humanists are interested in creating in their 
work with digital technologies - the subjective, 
inflected, and annotated processes central to 
humanistic inquiry - they must be committed 
to designing the digital systems and tools for 
their future work. 

 -Johanna Drucker 
  Chronicle of Higher Education (2009) 



Alliance for Networking Visual Culture!

Drawing on the insights of five years of publishing Vectors 
to define priorities for emerging modes of scholarship 

 Relational thinking 

 Emergent genres of multimodal scholarship 

 Process as much as product  

 Rethinking digital tools 

Support from: 
 Mellon Foundation 
 National Endowment for the Humanities 
 USC Institute for Multimedia Literacy 



Alliance for Networking Visual Culture!

University Presses 

 MIT Press 
 Duke University Press 
 University of California Press 

Archive partners 

 Shoah Foundation 
 Hemispheric Institute 
 Internet Archive 
 Critical Commons 



Steve Anderson        
sfanders@usc.edu          http://criticalcommons.org

     

Fair Use and Critical Commons!

UCLA Reimagining the Archive!



USC Remixing the Archive!



“Fair Use is not the right to use 
copyrighted materials. It’s the 
right to hire a lawyer.” 

 -Lawrence Lessig 



“We live in a Golden Age of fair 
use… (in spite of difficulties) a fair 
use renaissance has emerged.” 

  -Peter Jaszi 



 The Digital Learning Challenge: Obstacles to 
Educational Uses of Copyrighted Material in the 
Digital Age (2006)   

 Lack of clarity  

 Digital Rights Management  

 Impracticality of licensing  

 Undue gatekeeping  

- William Fisher & William McGeveran   
 Berkman Center for Internet and Society    

http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/media/files/copyrightandeducation.html  



 The Cost of Copyright Confusion (2007)   

 Fear + Misinformation =      

 Less effective teaching and learning   

 Lack of innovation   

 Compromised thinking and communication skills  

- Renee Hobbs, Peter Jaszi, Pat Aufderheide   
 Center for Social Media    

http://www.centerforsocialmedia.org 



Conversations about Fair Use should not be solely the 
domain of experts (i.e., lawyers and technologists) 

We also need to hear from people who depend on fair use for 
everyday cultural practices: 

   -Educators 
   -Archivists 
   -Media makers 
   -Librarians 
   -Students 
   -Fans 



Polarization of discourse surrounding copyright 

Rhetorical  



Polarization of discourse surrounding copyright 

Legal 



Polarization of discourse surrounding copyright 

Technical 



Polarization of discourse surrounding copyright 

Cultural/Educational 



What’s the problem? 

Fear 

Confusion 

Lack of support 



Technical 



What’s the solution? 

Get informed 

Get connected 

Get active 



Three fronts for Fair Use 

Legal 

Technical 

Cultural 

Best practices 

Open standards 

Fan remixing 



Center for social media!

Center for Social Media 
http://www.centerforsocialmedia.org 

Legal 



CSM / Duke!

Technical 

Open Video Alliance 
http://openvideoalliance.org 



Transformative Works!

Organization for Transformative Works 
http://www.transformativeworks.org 

Cultural 



Center for social media!

Fair Use Evaluator 
http://www.librarycopyright.net/fairuse 

Center for Social Media 
http://www.centerforsocialmedia.org 

Four Factors  vs. Best Practices 



Center for social media!

Center for Social Media 
http://www.centerforsocialmedia.org 



Chilling effects!

Media Commons: In Media Res 
http://mediacommons.futureofthebook.org/imr 



Electronic frontier!

Electronic Frontier Foundation 
http://www.eff.org 



Creative Commons!

Creative Commons 
http://creativecommons.org 



Section 107 of Copyright Act!

 DMCA: made it illegal to break copy-protection under all 
circumstances (no allowance for fair use) 

However, in 2010 the Library of Congress expanded its 
exemptions to the DMCA’s anti-circumvention provision 
to include educators, non-commercial videomakers as 
well as film and media students. 

Digital Millennium Copyright Act (1998) 



Section 107 of Copyright Act!

 DMCA: also created a “safe harbor” for service providers 
who do not control the content appearing on their site. 

 Hence YouTube could become a billion-dollar company 

    

 (and Critical Commons could be created) 

Digital Millennium Copyright Act (1998) 



Critical Commons 
http://criticalcommons.org 

CC!



MacArthur Foundation: Digital Media & Learning!
http://www.macfound.org 



Searchable, downloadable, user-generated clip library 

http://criticalcommons.org 



Curated lectures and playlists 

http://criticalcommons.org 



Fair use resources and best practices 

http://criticalcommons.org 



Showcase for multimedia scholarship 

http://criticalcommons.org 



Deleuze and Cinema | Kara Keeling 

http://criticalcommons.org 



The Transverberation Scene | Sherry Velasco 

http://criticalcommons.org 



Buffy vs. Twilight | Jonathan McIntosh 

http://criticalcommons.org 



DOD Nuclear Archive | Hamilton & O’Gorman 

http://criticalcommons.org 



Critical Commons 
http://criticalcommons.org 

CC!


